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(54) IMPLANTABLE DRUG ELUTING DEVICE COMPRISING A MICROPOROUS STRUCTURE

(57) Implantable drug-eluting device (1) comprising
a microporous structure (2) having regularly arranged
pores (4, 5) in at least two different uniform sizes, and
manufacturing method. The pores are configured for re-
ceiving a drug (9) and are being connected by intercon-
nections (6, 7). Interconnections (6) originating from
pores (4) of a first size have a first elution area and in-
terconnections (7) originating from pores (5) of a second
size have a second elution area. The interconnections

convey the drug (9) to a surface of the device for elution
to surrounding tissue. The ratio between the first and the
second elution areas is predefined and selectable. The
differently sized elution areas provide for different outflow
rates. This allows for simple but reliable dispensing of
drugs at positively controlled and well determined rates.
Particularly, this enables a single implantable device to
dispense drugs over preselectable durations of time, like
short-term or long-term.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to an implantable drug
eluting device comprising a microporous structure, the
microporous structure comprising regularly arranged
pores in at least two different uniform sizes, a first size
and a second size. The pores are configured for receiving
the drug and are being connected by interconnections.
The interconnections originating from the pores of the
first size have a first elution area, and the interconnec-
tions originating from the pores of the second size have
a second elution area. The interconnections are config-
ured to convey the drug from the pores to a surface of
the microporous structure for elution to surrounding tis-
sue via the elution area.
[0002] For implanting artificial devices, like endopros-
thesis, artificial joints or other implants two kinds of post-
surgery complications need to be addressed. The first
issue is how to promote bone ingrowth in order to achieve
a rapid and proper stabilization of the implant. So bone
ingrowth has to be promoted. On the other hand, the
second issue is that any risk of infection must be mini-
mized. Infection not only hampers a proper ingrowth of
the device itself, but also brings the risk of adverse reac-
tions within the patient’s body. Therefore, it creates a
major hazard to health of the patient. So it is paramount
to reduce infection risk. It is thus desirable to provide
implants which promote bone ingrowth at one hand and
are capable of reducing infection risk at the other hand.
[0003] An implant having porous surface for storage
of drugs that may flow out of the pores post-surgery is
known by US patent application published as US
2009/0112310 A1. This document provides an implant
in which pores are created close to the surface by etching
with an acid. Pores of a second size are created subse-
quently in a similar manner. A drawback of this approach
is that the etching provides poor control only with respect
to distribution of the pores and their relative arrangement.
As an inherent disadvantage of this subtractive approach
by means of etching, it is difficult to control density and
depth of the pores. As a result, it is quite difficult to achieve
a proper control of drug elution.
[0004] It is an object of the invention to provide an im-
proved implantable device that allows for better control-
led drug elution, in particular in terms of slow drug elution.
[0005] The solution according to the invention resides
in the features of the independent claims. Advantageous
embodiments are the subject matter of the dependent
claims.
[0006] An implantable drug-eluting device comprising
a microporous structure, the microporous structure com-
prising regularly arranged pores in at least two different
uniform sizes, a first size and a second size, wherein the
pores are configured for receiving a drug and are being
connected by interconnections, the interconnections
originating from the pores of the first size having a first
elution area and the interconnections originating from the
pores of the second size having a second elution area,

are configured to convey the drug to a surface of the
microporous structure for elution to surrounding tissue
via the elution areas, wherein according to the invention
a ratio between the first elution area and the second elu-
tion area is predefined and selectable.
[0007] According to the invention, at least two different
kinds of pores are being formed regularly, said kinds of
pores having interconnections with differently sized elu-
tion areas. Due to the differently sized elution areas, the
outflow rate of a drug positioned within the pores differ
between the kinds of pores, depending whether the drug
is located in a first kind of pores having a first elution area
or within a second kind of pores having interconnections
with differently sized second elution area. The elution
area determines a rate of elution of any drug in the re-
spective pore.
[0008] This allows for a simple but reliable dispensing
of drugs at positively controlled and well determined
rates. Particularly, this enables the implantable device
according to the invention to being equipped with drugs
that shall be dispensed over a preselectable duration of
time, like short-term or long-term. An example for drugs
for short-term dispensing would be anti-infection drugs
in order to combat any infection that may arise due to the
process of implanting, and an example for drugs for long-
term dispensing would be a bone-ingrowth promoting
drugs in order to ensure proper long-term fixation of the
implant.
[0009] Advantageously, the ratio between the volume
of the pores of the first size and the pores of the second
size is predefined and selectable, too. By virtue of this
additional control with respect to the size of the drug stor-
age in the pores and consequently to the length of time
of dispensing is gained.
[0010] In a preferred embodiment that microporous
structure is made of regularly arranged unit cells of a
modified cuboctaeder type. Such structure is enabled to
provide pores of two different types and sizes, each type
of pore having its distinctly shaped and sized elution area.
Preferably, the microporous structure is a modified
cuboctaeder comprising square and triangle type sube-
lements, the square type subelements being connected
to neighboring square elements by additional angled
struts. Providing said angled struts allows for an easy
modification of the ratio between the area of the square
subelements at one hand and the area of the triangle
shape subelements at the other hand, namely by varying
the length of the diagonal struts.
[0011] The invention has found that in a preferred em-
bodiment said ratio of elution area is substantially equal
but the ratio of the volumes of pores differs largely, name-
ly by at least two. This allows for fine-tuned dispensing
of two different drugs stored in the different kinds of pores.
It is of particular advantage in cases wherein the kinds
of drugs interact with each other in some manner. Con-
versely, in another preferred embodiment said ratio of
the volumes may be smaller than two. I.e. rather similar,
but the ratio of the elution area differs by at least four.
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This allows for a high flow rate dispensing of one kind of
drug initially immediately subsequently following to im-
plantation.
[0012] Advantageously, said unit cells and eventually
the microporous structure are being formed by additive
manufacturing. This allows for a positive controlled proc-
ess having the desired characteristics of porosity over
the whole volume of the microporous structure. It is a
huge advantage with respect to other technologies that
use negative manufacturing, like etching, which usually
work from a surface only and provide only limited control
with respect to characteristics deep within the volume.
[0013] Expediently, the additive manufacturing is per-
formed on a base plane, preferably by 3-D printing. The
base plane provides for a well-defined reference regard-
ing orientation of the unit cells. Further, it allows for ar-
ranging the relative orientation of the unit cells to the base
plane in such a manner that the unit cells are tilted such
that all of its subelements are non-parallel to the base
plane. This avoids formation of so called "horizontal" el-
ements which are difficult to manufacture by 3-D printing.
[0014] It is further preferred that the unit cells are ar-
ranged in levels. This allows for an expedient manufac-
turing, in particular by 3-D printing. Further, this provides
for a well-organized and regularly formed microporous
structure, without defects. Further, thereby as scalable
structure is created in which structures of increased thick-
ness can easily be formed by providing additional levels.
[0015] Preferably, the unit cells are being configured
such that they are connectable in series. This allows for
an easy manufacturing of the microporous structure with-
out any intermediate warpage. This is a huge benefit for
providing a regularly formed microporous structure hav-
ing controlled characteristics.
[0016] The pores are preferably sized in a range be-
tween 50 and 1500 mm. It has been found that this range
provides for beneficial characteristics in terms of pore
volume for storage and elution area for dispensing of the
drugs in combination with implantable devices.
[0017] Preferably, in an embodiment that may deserve
independent protection, the pores of the first size and the
pores of the second size are being filled with different
drugs. Importantly, by having the ratio between the elu-
tion areas predefined, it can be ensured that the different
drugs are to be released at the appropriate respective
rates. This is a distinct advantage which would not have
been possible using an implant as discussed above in
the prior art section. Further, by controlling the ratio be-
tween the volume of the pores of the first size and the
pores of the second size not only the rates of dispensing
the two different drugs can be controlled, but also it gives
additional control with respect to the size of the drug stor-
age in the pores, which in turn means control duration
over which each of the respective drug shall be dis-
pensed.
[0018] It is further preferred to configure the micropo-
rous structure such that cut-open pores are positioned
at the surface. These cut-open pores are in direct com-

munication with the surroundings of the microporous
structure, and therefore a suitable for dispensing drugs
that shall have immediate and strong effect. The cut-open
pores provide for a maximum of immediate elution rate.
Further, the cut-open pores can be filled with a different
drug than used for filling the pores, like an infection drug
for instant and aggressive infection suppression.
[0019] Preferably, the drugs are one or more selected
from the group comprising hydrosoluble antibiotics (e.g.
gentamicinsulfate, vancomyicinhydrochloride or similar).
[0020] Further preferably, the drugs may be deposited
into the microporous structure by spraying, dipping, fog-
ging or similar or advanced techniques like iontophoresis.
Moreover, that drug can be deposited by using a carrier
like hyaluronic acid, in particular with respect to the cut-
open pores at the surface but also to the pores deep
within the microporous structure for longer duration of
dispensing.
[0021] The invention further relates to an implantable
drug-eluting device comprising a microporous structure,
the microporous structure comprising regularly arranged
pores, wherein the pores are configured for receiving a
drug and are being connected by interconnections, the
interconnections originating from the pores having a first
elution area, the interconnections being configured to
convey the drug to a surface of the microporous structure
for elution to surrounding tissue via the elution areas,
characterized in that at least some of the pores are lo-
cated at a surface of the microporous structure and are
being cut at least partially open. Preferably, the micro-
porous structure is of the cuboctaeder or fluorite-type.
Preferably, the microporous structure is configured such
that cut-open pores are positioned at the surface. These
cut-open pores are in direct communication with the sur-
roundings of the microporous structure, and therefore a
suitable for dispensing drugs that shall have immediate
and strong effect. The cut-open pores provide for a max-
imum of immediate elution rate. Further, the cut-open
pores can be filled with a different drug than used for
filling the pores, like an infection drug for instant and ag-
gressive infection suppression.
[0022] The invention further relates to a corresponding
method for manufacturing the implantable drug-eluting
device.
[0023] The invention will be further explained by the
drawing using an illustrative embodiment as an example.
The drawing comprises:

Fig. 1a, b a skeleton and a bodied view of the first ex-
ample of the unit cell employing a basic type
of a modified cuboctaeder comprising
square and triangle shaped subelements;

Fig. 2a, b a skeleton and a bodied view of a second
example of the unit cell employing an ad-
vanced type of the modified cuboctaeder
comprising square subelements and sube-
lements of a clipped triangle type;
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Fig. 3 two unit cells connected in series;

Fig. 4 a view of a plurality of unit cells connected
in series;

Fig. 5a, b two examples for implantable drug-eluting
devices;

Fig. 6 a top-view of an implant comprising a mi-
croporous structure having cut-open pores
at the surface; and

Fig. 7 a cross-section showing configuration of
the pores at the surface.

[0024] A porous structure 2 to be used for an implant-
able drug eluting device according to an embodiment of
the invention is shown in Fig. 1 to 4.
[0025] The microporous structure 2 is comprised of unit
cells 3 which are arranged in a regular manner. Detailed
views of two embodiments of unit cells 3, 3’ are shown
in Fig. 1 and 2. Figure 1 shows a unit cell of a modified
cuboctaeder type. A cuboctaeder is a polyhedron with
14 faces, of which are six square faces and eight trian-
gular faces. The normal or basic form of a cuboctaeder
is formed by a plurality of bars 30 to form square sube-
lements 31 and triangle subelements 32.
[0026] The embodiment as shown in Fig. 1 is a modi-
fied cuboctaeder featuring additional angled struts 33
mounted at the corners of the square subelements 31 to
project diagonally outward. By virtue of this, the area of
the square subelements 31 is decreased, whereas the
area of the adjacent triangular subelements 32 is to be
increased. Moreover, the triangular subelements 32 are
modified in that the tips of the triangle giving the subele-
ment its shape are clipped. Fig. 1a shows a skeleton
model for providing a better visualization of the geometric
elements and the spatial orientation with respect to each
other, whereas Fig. 1b shows the fully bodied version of
the elementary cell with subelements 31, 32 of proper
thickness, thereby providing a more realistic impression
of the thickness of the elements in relation to the free
area therebetween and to the volume of the elementary
cell 3.
[0027] Accordingly, the relation of the open area cir-
cumscribed by the square subelement 31 to the open
area circumscribed by the triangle type subelement 32
is one (unity), i. e. despite their difference in shape the
size of the areas circumscribed by the square subele-
ment 31 and by the triangle type subelements 32 is iden-
tical.
[0028] An alternative embodiment of the elementary
cell 3’ is shown in Fig. 2. It is a variant of the embodiment
shown in Fig. 1. Like elements are being provided with
the same reference numerals. The main difference be-
tween the elementary cell 3 and the alternative elemen-
tary cell 3’ is that the angled struts 33’ of the alternative
embodiment are increased in length. Thereby the area

of the square subelements 31’ is further decreased,
whereas the area of the triangle type subelements 32’ is
substantially increased. Fig. 2b shows again a fully bod-
ied version. In this alternative embodiment the relation
of the open area circumscribed by the square subelement
31’ to the open area circumscribed by the triangle type
subelement 32’ is just 0.2, that means the triangle type
area is 5 times larger than the area of the square.
[0029] Now switching to Fig. 3 and 4, there is shown
that the unit cells 3, 3’ are to be connected in series. The
connection is made such that adjacent unit cells are to
be connected via their angled struts 33 such that the ad-
jacent unit cells 3, 3’ will be oriented parallel with respect
to each other. Thereby, the unit cells 3, 3’ can be easily
arranged in levels. It is to be noted while it is usually
preferably that the unit cells are all of the same type (ei-
ther unit cells like unit cells 3 shown in Fig. 1 or unit cells
like unit cells 3’ shown in Fig. 2), but this is not an absolute
necessity. A variation of the unit cells between layers
(inter-layer) and within layers (intra-layer) is possible.
[0030] A detailed view of two series-connected unit
cells of the alternative embodiment 3’ is shown in Fig. 3,
whereas Fig. 4 shows a portion of the structure formed
by a plurality of unit cells 3 arranged in a multi-level con-
figuration. It is to be noted that adjacent pores 4, 5 are
communicating with each other by interconnects 6, 7.
The cross-section of each of these interconnects 6, 7 is
defined by the open area of the respective square sub-
element 31 of triangle type subelement 32. The larger
this area the wider is the interconnection, and as a result
the rate of which a drug placed within the pores can flow
through said interconnection is increased, too. There-
fore, the open area of the interconnections 6 defined by
the square subelements 31 is defined to be a first elution
area, and correspondingly the open area of the intercon-
nections 7 defined by the triangle type subelements 32
is defined to be a second elution area.
[0031] The unit cells 3, 3’ are preferably formed by an
additive process, in particular by means of 3D printing.
An example for such an additive process is an Electron
Beam Melting (EBM) process. This is an additive process
used for manufacturing and may produce solid or porous
structure. The powder of the desired material is provided
in the desired granulometry. A base plane 8 is provided
which serves as a horizontal plane on which the structure
is to be formed by the EBM process. The base plane 8
could be a distinct element or it can be a surface of an
object on which the porous structure shall be formed, like
the base body of an implant 1 (see Fig. 5a and b).
[0032] By the EBM process powders of the desired ma-
terials are deposited in successive layers 81, 82 (only
the two lowermost layers are shown for clarity) at the
desired positions in the desired sequence (as defined in
a preceding modeling step for the porous structure) and
made to melt such as to form a coherent body. A quite
important advantage of the structure according to the
present invention is that due to a tilting angle Φ all ele-
ments to be formed are non-parallel to the base plane 8.
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In the case of the base plane 8 being oriented horizontally
(the normal case) this has a huge advantage in that all
structural elements which are to be formed for the layers
of unit cells are either oriented vertical or angled, but
none is oriented horizontally. Generally speaking, addi-
tive processing has difficulties with manufacturing of
strictly horizontal elements, and this difficulty is avoided
owing to the tilt angle Φ.
[0033] Examples for implants 1, 1’ which are provided
with the microporous structure according to the present
invention are shown in Fig. 5a, b. The first example shown
in Fig. 5a is an implant 1 which may be an acetabular
cup of the hip prosthesis. It is provided with a wing-like
extension 10 for better fixation, and said wing-like exten-
sion 10 is being provided with the microporous structure
2 according to the present invention. The other example
shown in Fig. 5B is a tibial cone 1’ for augmenting the
tibial component of a knee prosthesis. The tibial cone 1’
features a hollow body encircled by a massive wall 11
for providing strength and acting as a shield against tra-
versing of cement or other debris from the interior to the
exterior of the tibial cone 1’. On both sides, the interior
as well as exterior side of the massive wall 11 the micro-
porous structure 2 according to the present invention is
to be applied.
[0034] The configuration of the surface of such an im-
plant 1 is shown in Fig. 6 and 7. As it can be clearly seen
in the uppermost portion of Fig. 7, the pores 4 (only pores
of the first type are being shown for clarity) are being
interconnected by the interconnections 6, and pharma-
ceutically active matter (drug) 9 is positioned within the
pores 4. The pharmaceutically active matter (drug) 9 can
leave the pores 4 via the interconnections 6, whose
cross-section area is defining a rate of elution.
[0035] There are at least some pores 4’ which are lo-
cated just at the surface of the microporous structure 2,
these pores being at least partially cut open (see in par-
ticular the left half of Fig. 6). The drug 9 placed in these
pores 4’ can leave the pores directly without being fun-
neled through the interconnections 6, and therefore a
much greater rate of elution will result. This allows for a
rapid delivery of drugs 9 immediately subsequently to
implantation of the prosthesis by using the cut-open
pores 4’ which are present at the surface of the micro-
porous structure 2.
[0036] The method for manufacturing the implantable
drug-eluting device comprises a body forming as implant
proper, on which the porous structure is to be formed
there. The method comprises the steps of using the body
as a base plane 8, depositing a layer of a plurality of
regularly arranged elementary cells 3, thereby forming
pores 4, 5 of the first and the second size, the pores being
communicating with each other by interconnections hav-
ing a first elution area and respective second elution area,
depositing a second and further layer of a plurality of
regularly arranged elementary cells 3 as required, where-
in a ratio between the first elution area 34 and the second
elution area 35 is predefined and selectable. Preferably,

a surface of the microporous structure is created, wherein
preferably the surface at least provides some cut-open
pores 4’, and placing at least one type of drug 9 in the
pores 4, 5. Preferably, in the pores of the first size 4 a
different drug is placed than in the pores of the second
size 5. Further preferably, the layers are arranged such
that they are oriented non-parallel to the base plane 8.

Claims

1. Implantable drug-eluting device (1) comprising a mi-
croporous structure (2), the microporous structure
(2) comprising regularly arranged pores (4, 5) in at
least two different uniform sizes, a first size and a
second size, wherein the pores (4, 5) are configured
for receiving a drug (9) and are being connected by
interconnections (6, 7), the interconnections (6) orig-
inating from the pores (4) of the first size having a
first elution area and the interconnections (7) origi-
nating from the pores (5) of the second size having
a second elution area, the interconnections being
configured to convey the drug (9) to a surface of the
microporous structure (2) for elution to surrounding
tissue via the elution areas, characterized in that a
ratio between the first elution area (34) and the sec-
ond elution area (35) is predefined and selectable.

2. Implantable drug-eluting device of claim 1, charac-
terized in that a ratio between a volume of the pores
(4) of the first size and the pores (5) of the second
size is predefined and selectable.

3. Implantable drug-eluting device of claim 1 or 2, char-
acterized in that microporous structure (2) is made
of regularly arranged unit cells (3) of a modified
cuboctaeder type.

4. Implantable drug-eluting device of any of preceding
claims, characterized in that the microporous struc-
ture (2) is a modified cuboctaeder comprising square
and triangle type subelements (31, 32), the square
type subelements (31) being connected by addition-
al angled struts (33).

5. Implantable drug-eluting device of claim 4, charac-
terized in that said ratio of elution area is substan-
tially equal but the ratio of the volumes differs at least
by factor 2.

6. Implantable drug-eluting device of claim 4, charac-
terized in that said ratio of the volumes is smaller
than 2 but the ratio of the elution area differs at least
by 4.

7. Implantable drug-eluting device of any of preceding
claims, characterized in that the microporous struc-
ture (2) is formed by additive manufacturing, prefer-
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ably by 3D printing on a base plane (8).

8. Implantable drug-eluting device of any of preceding
claims, characterized in that the unit cells (3) are
tilted such that all of its subelements are non-parallel
to the base plane (8).

9. Implantable drug-eluting device of any of preceding
claims, characterized in that the unit cells are ar-
ranged in levels and/or the unit cells (3) are connect-
able in series.

10. Implantable drug-eluting device of any of preceding
claims, characterized in that the pores (4, 5) are
sized in the range between 50 and 1500 mm.

11. Implantable drug-eluting device of any of preceding
claims, characterized in that the pores (4) of the
first size and the pores (5) of the second size are
being filled with different drugs (9).

12. Implantable drug-eluting device of any of preceding
claims, characterized in that at least some of the
pores (4, 5) located at a surface of the microporous
structure (2) are being cut at least partially open,
preferably pores (4, 5) of both sizes.

13. Implantable drug-eluting device of any of the preced-
ing claims, characterized in that drugs (9) are de-
posited in the pores, wherein the drugs are one or
more selected from the group comprising hydrosol-
uble antibiotics, preferably gentamicinsulfate or van-
comyicinhydrochloride, wherein the drugs are de-
posited by means of a carrier, preferably hyaluronic
acid, with respect to the cut-open pores at the surface
and/or to the pores deep within the microporous
structure for longer duration of dispensing.

14. Implantable drug-eluting device (1) comprising a mi-
croporous structure (2), the microporous structure
(2) comprising regularly arranged pores (4), wherein
the pores (4, 5) are configured for receiving a drug
(9) and are being connected by interconnections (6),
the interconnections (6) originating from the pores
(4) having a first elution area, the interconnections
being configured to convey the drug (9) to a surface
of the microporous structure (2) for elution to sur-
rounding tissue via the elution areas, characterized
in that at least some of the pores (4) are located at
a surface of the microporous structure (2) and are
being cut at least partially open.

15. Method for manufacturing the implantable drug-elut-
ing device comprises a body forming an implant
proper, on which the porous structure is a to be
formed there, the method comprising the steps of:
using the body as a base plane (8), depositing a layer
of a plurality of regularly arranged elementary cells

(3), thereby forming pores (4, 5) of the first and the
second size, the pores being communicating with
each other by interconnections having a first elution
area (34) and respective second elution area (34),
depositing a second and further layer of a plurality
of regularly arranged elementary cells (3) as re-
quired, and forming a surface of the microporous
structure, wherein a ratio between the first elution
area (34) and the second elution area (35) is prede-
fined and selectable.

16. Method of claim 15, characterized by forming an
implant as configured in any of claims 2 to 14.
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